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Driver:     
Michael Waltrip

Team:            
Waltrip-Jasper Racing

                    
Equipment and support by Bill Davis Racing

Owner:        
Doug Bawel

Sponsor:        NAPA

Crew Chief:  
Derrick Finley

Make:       
Charger

            
Michael Waltrip Daytona 500 Fast Facts…

· NAPA AUTO PARTS driver Michael Waltrip is a defending champion of the 2005 Gatorade Duel at Daytona.  Waltrip took his NAPA car to victory lane in race one last year beating teammate Dale Earnhardt, Jr. 

· Waltrip and his NAPA sponsor are two-time Daytona 500 champions (2001 & 2003).  His brother Darrell won the 1988 Daytona 500, making the Waltrip’s the only brothers to win the Great American Race.
· Since 1980, only two Daytona 500 wins have come from a 19th or worse starting position.  Waltrip won from 19th in 2001 and Ward Burton from the same position in 2002.  Ironically, the two winning sponsors in those two races were NAPA and Caterpillar – both current sponsors associated with Bill Davis Racing.
· The NAPA team will race chassis BD 92 in the Daytona 500.  It is the same chassis that Waltrip drove in the Duel at Daytona.  It is brand new for 2006.
WALTRIP TO MAKE TO 20th CAREER DAYTONA 500 START

NAPA AUTO PARTS driver Michael Waltrip will make his 20th career start in NASCAR’s most prestigious race, the Daytona 500.  Waltrip is a two-time winner of the event (2001 & 2003) and is a favorite to win every time he straps into his NAPA-sponsored car on a restrictor plate track.  In 73 restrictor plate events, Waltrip has amassed four wins, 13 top-five, 25 top-10 finishes and winnings of $7,293,207.  He has also logged over 30,000 miles, making the Owensboro, Kent., native one of the masters of the draft.  Or is it the bump draft?

“I have been doing this (racing on restrictor plate tracks) a long time,” said Waltrip.  “I know how and when to bump draft.  It’s one of the tools I have as a driver to get to the front.  But, I do not bump draft in the corners or the tri-oval.”

The bump draft has been the hot topic of Speedweeks following the wild action in the Budweiser Shootout.  Many, including NASCAR NEXTEL Cup champion Tony Stewart, criticized the use of the bump.  After speaking with some of the drivers, including Waltrip, NASCAR instituted “No Bump Zones” being managed by NASCAR officials in the high banked turns of Daytona International Speedway.

“I will stop by the NASCAR trailer and get a clarification on what we can and can not do,” Waltrip said.  “But I don’t see it being any different than normal.  What concerns me the most is that in the Budweiser Shootout, I saw cats hitting each other in the sides.  It was like, ‘I’m coming over and I know you are there, but I’m coming anyway’.  I had never seen that much aggression before.  But that shows how much we want to win at Daytona.”

Quote of the week

“I called Mikey after the Budweiser Shootout and told him, you drive this track better than I ever did.” – SPEED TV analyst, three-time NASCAR Champion and 1988 Daytona 500 winner Darrell Waltrip.

Michael Waltrip Daytona 500 statistics at Daytona International Speedway

Date                Event                                      Start                Finish             Laps                            Status
02-15-87          Daytona 500                            18                    22                    193(200)                      Running

02-14-88          Daytona 500                            24                    22                    197(200)                      Running

02-19-89          Daytona 500                            23                    21                    197(200)                      Running

02-18-90          Daytona 500                            24                      8                    199(200)                      Running

02-17-91          Daytona 500                            13                    38                      35(200)                      Mechanical

02-16-92          Daytona 500                            10                    18                    197(200)                      Running

02-14-93          Daytona 500                            28                    16                    200(200)                      Running

02-20-94          Daytona 500                            14                    31                    194(200)                      Running

02-19-95          Daytona 500                            15                      6                    200(200)                      Running

02-18-96          Daytona 500                            11                    10                    200(200)                      Running

02-16-97          Daytona 500                            12                    13                    188(200)                      Running

02-15-98          Daytona 500                              6                      9                    200(200)                      Running

02-14-99          Daytona 500                            13                      5                    200(200)                      Running

02-20-00          Daytona 500                            10                    39                    192(200)                      Accident

02-18-01          Daytona 500                           19                      1                    200(200)                      Running

02-17-02          Daytona 500                            4                       5                    200(200)                      Running

02-16-03          Daytona 500                           4                       1                    160(160)                      Running

02-15-04          Daytona 500                            9                     38                      70(200)                      Accident

02-20-05          Daytona 500                            3                     37                    161(203)                      Engine

STARTS         POLES           WINS               TOP-5             TOP-10           DNF

19                    0                      2                      4                      7                      4

2005 NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series Record

	Starts
	Wins
	Top-5
	Top-10
	Poles
	Points
	Winnings

	36
	0
	3
	7
	1
	25th
	$4,375,090


Career NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series Record

	Years
	Starts
	Wins
	Top-5
	Top-10
	Poles
	Winnings

	21
	642
	4
	38
	122
	3
	$31,888,428
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